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Whenever you are considering purchasing a pellet stove, it is a good idea to know more about what 
you are purchasing. This way, you will know what you are getting and how you can get the most out 
of it. Here are ten things you should know before buying pellet stoves for your home. 

How Pellet Stoves Work 

Pellet stoves operate very simply. There is a feed system that only allows a certain number of pellets 
into the firebox at a certain time. As the pellets enter the firebox, they burn to emit a higher amount 
of heat than is possible with regular wood. The ashes from the burnt pellets fall through a grate so 
they can be easily removed from the stove. A fan inside of the stove helps with the distribution of 
the heat to the rest of the home.  

Many models include brick or some kind of insulation within the stove to maintain higher 
temperatures within the firebox and to increase the safety of the stove by dampening the heat 
transfer to the outside of the stove. Pellets are fed into a hopper where they await their turn to go 
into the firebox via an auger. Inexpensive pellet costs make it cheap and easy to get the heat you 
want throughout your home throughout the winter. Temperature controls allow you to maintain the 
heat in your home easily at any time. 

How to Refill Stoves 

Refilling the stove with more pellets is easy to accomplish. All you need to do is to buy the right kinds 
of pellets for your stove. Most use only wood pellets, but it is possible to find models that use a 
variety of different pellet compositions. The pellets you purchase can range from $200-$300 a TON. 
Most of the hoppers allow you to add between 30 and 130 pound of pellets at a time. A normal size 
for pellet bags can be around 40 pounds, though it is possible to purchase these smaller and larger 
depending on how large your hopper is.  

 



Never overfill the hopper as it can create a safety hazard. If there is just a small amount of pellets 
left in the bag, wait a few hours and then add the rest into the hopper. The stove will burn off 
enough pellets to make room in the hopper for you to add what is left in the bag. Make sure that the 
hopper door is closed once it is refilled so everything will be fully contained and ready to burn. 

Getting More Heat for Your Home 

The high heat and unique construction of the pellet stove makes it possible to get the most heat for 
your home. The internal fan inside of the stove makes it possible for the heat to be distributed 
through vents.  With the ability for the stove to burn for days, it is possible to burn just a few dollars’ 
worth of fuel in a single day. 

The high heat of the pellets is possible because of the unique composition of the pellets. Most are 
nothing more than compressed sawdust that is collected from the floors of sawmills and pressed 
into a pellet form. The high heat of the pellets is contained by the brick and steel interior of the 
stove so that the transference of heat throughout the home is even greater.  

The Size You Need 

Pellet stoves come in a wide variety of shapes and sizes. Not only does this mean more BTUs in 
certain units. It also means it is possible to heat just about any size home. Look for models with the 
right amount of output you are looking for. Keep in mind that while the BTU level is a fair indicator 
of the size home the unit can heat, it is not the only factor to be considered. The internal 
composition of the pellet stove also comes into play when considering how the unit will be able to 
heat the home. 

Larger pellet stoves do not necessarily mean they will be able to provide a greater heating capacity. 
The larger size may be just the ability to hold more pellets in the hopper. Make sure that the unit 
you are purchasing has the ability to heat your entire home from a single unit. These numbers 
should be included in the information about the unit when making the purchase. Do not buy a unit 
that can heat a space larger than you need. You will burn more pellets at a faster rate which is 
counterproductive to the money saving capabilities most are looking for in a pellet stove. 

Where You Can Put the Stove 

You are slightly limited on where you can put the pellet stove you are looking for. This is because of 
the weight of the stove as well as the amount of heat it will generate. You need to have enough 
room around the stove to create safety for those in your home. You also need to make sure that it is 
not going to be within a five foot radius of anything combustible. Many install the stoves in either 
the kitchen or the living room. It is also possible to refit the fireplace to accommodate the pellet 
stove. 

It is imperative that no matter where you put the pellet stove that it is placed on a solid, flat surface. 
It is suggested to put down a stone slab wherever the stove will be placed. This protects against 
damage to the home from heat distribution as well as weight distribution due to the weight of the 
stove. Having the stove on a stone slab also protects against the possibility of a fire. Any ashes or 
coals that might fall out of the stove will fall harmlessly to the stone surface rather than possibly 
falling on the carpet where they can create a fire. 



Reducing Emissions in Your Home 

One of the biggest drawbacks, other than inefficiency, in using a fireplace for heat is the amount of 
smoke that the fire can produce. Most pellets produce little to no smoke as they are burning. The 
reduced emission rates make it possible to use the stove without a massive smoke stack which 
detracts from the beauty of your home. Clean burning fuel allows you to utilize a small vent to 
distribute the heat throughout your home. 

Look for pellets composed of recycled materials. These have been created with lower moisture 
content so they will burn hotter and with less ash. Less cleanup in the stove and less smoke means 
you will feel better about using the stove in your home. 

Cleaning the Pellet Stove 

No matter what kinds of pellets you have, you will need to worry about maintaining the stove. The 
first thing you will need to consider is the ash that is produced by the pellet stove. The firebox is 
constructed with a delivery system to make sure that the ashes fall into an easy collection plate. You 
will only need to remove the ashes from the collection plate and dump them. Always make sure that 
you are allowing the ashes to cool before putting them into ant trash receptacle. If possible, use a 
metal can designed just for ashes. 

 

Because most pellet stoves have a glass face for enjoying the appearance of the fire, it is important 
to keep the glass clean. Smoke from the fire and flying ash can get on the glass easily. Rather than 
trying to clean hot glass, simply look for models that provide an air blower to keep the glass clean. 
These blowers blast the glass so that there is no possibility of the ashes getting on the glass at any 
given time. This also helps to circulate the air within the firebox. 

Environmentally Friendly 

The pellet stove is environmentally friendly in a few ways. The creation of the pellets is 
environmentally friendly because the majority of the materials used to create the pellets are 
composed of materials that would normally be waste in other kinds of wood production facilities. 
Pressing together sawdust and woodchips allows the manufacturers to provide an inexpensive way 
to create a combustible fuel source that provides a lot of heat. There are also recycled materials that 
go into creating pellets.  



The other way in which the pellet stove is good for the environment is because of the low emissions 
they create whenever the pellets are burned. The lack of smoke not only means that it is safe for you 
to breathe the air, it also helps to reduce the amount of pollution in the air throughout your city. The 
high heat of the firebox makes good use of the pellets while stopping the possibility of any smoke. 
Additional filters are available in some models to reduce the emissions even closer to zero so they 
are even better for the environment. 

Setting Temperatures 

The amount of heat produced by pellet stoves can help you to heat the entire home. This is possible 
through thermostats. Some models allow you to control the thermostat that is located right on the 
stove itself. Other models allow you to have a separate thermostat you can put on the wall like what 
you normally use for the HVAC unit in a home. As the temperatures in the room dip below your 
settings, the fans will engage and the heat is distributed throughout the home. Once the 
temperatures are again reached, the fans will shut down. 

Just like a modern thermostat for an HVAC system, these thermostats can be programmed. Use 
settings for nights and days as well as throughout the week. It allows you to create temperatures 
that get the most out of the pellets you are burning throughout the day. The flow of the pellets into 
the firebox as well as the settings for the fans allows you to maintain the temperatures you want 
throughout your home.  

Some models even allow you to control the temperatures through the use of a remote control. The 
remote allows you to set the current temperature and even to allow you to reset the temperature 
settings on the thermostat. By controlling the temperatures while sitting down, it is possible to 
adjust the temperatures without even having to get up from your seat.  

Composition of Pellets 

Nearly all pellets used in a pellet stove are wood. Sawdust, wood chips, bark and more are collected 
and fed into a press. Moisture is added to get the materials to stick together and then a high 
pressure press is used to smash all of the materials together. The result is a pellet about an inch in 
length and in a cylindrical shape. The pellets are dried so there is little moisture left in the pellet to 
stop it from burning hot and clean. Pellets are extremely durable as a result of the manufacturing 
process. 

 



Pellets made from recycled materials are also available. These include pellets made from the pulp 
out of paper and paper products. The pulp is refined to remove any smoking agents. Recycled 
materials cost more to use and are not necessarily better for the environment. Since the sawdust is 
created through sawmills regardless, there is no additional wood being destroyed to get the 
products needed for general wood pellets. You can purchase the pellets that make you feel better 
about what you are burning in your pellet stove. 

 

 

I hope you have enjoyed information.  Be sure to stop by http://www.bestpelletstoves.com/ to learn 
more about the newest stoves and accessories.  

 


